
 
 
 

 
Principal’s Corner 

     We have to start this issue by congratulating Coach 
Nanette Simione and the Varsity Field Hockey Team for 
winning the MHAL Championship!  Terrific work team!  
I would also like to congratulate all of the other students 
who participated in fall sports.  Thank you for your 
effort and for proudly representing RVHS.  Research 
shows that students who are involved in athletics and 
extra-curricular activities are more successful in school, 
so we hope you encourage your children to get involved 
in winter sports and other school related activities. 
     Congratulations also to the members of the Class of 
2015 who were elected class officers. The students 
include:  
PRESIDENT   Morgan Schaeffer  
VICE PRESIDENT  Alec Tocco   
TREASURER   Ashley Higby   
SECRETARY   Olivia Sheeley 
SC REPRESENTATIVES Andrew Cymbal 
    Jules Picuri 
    BH 
    GA 
    Kayla Barnes 
 
     1st Quarter Ends: Parents, the 1st quarter ends on 
November 10th.  In the next few days you will receive 
your child’s report card.  Please read it carefully and 
contact counselors and teachers if you have any 
concerns. It is important to be proactive during the first 
half of the year in order to ensure success for our 
students in the second semester.  One of the ways to 
keep informed is through the use of the Parent Portal.  
See the article below for details.  
     Sign Up for 2012-13 Courses: In December, students 
will sign up for classes for the 2012-13 school year.  
Please review the course catalogue with your 
son/daughter. You can find last year’s catalogue online 
at the high school web site.  The course offerings for 

2012-13 will be largely the same, though a few teachers 
are working on proposals for new electives.  An updated 
version will be posted to the website in December.  
Please feel free to contact your child’s counselor to 
discuss course selections.  
     Parents & Principal Night:  As educators it is 
important to gather information to drive decisions about 
program and instruction.  To that end, we review 
assessment data, survey students and seek input from 
various constituencies.  Parents, we are seeking input 
from you about curriculum and instruction.  Please join 
me for Parent & Principal Night on December 1st at 5:30 
p.m.  This is a forum to discuss curriculum and 
instruction with parents, and, more importantly, to 
answer your questions and hear your concerns. We look 
forward to seeing you at this event.  
     Auditorium Renovation: The auditorium is open for 
business!  Over the summer and early fall, the floor and 
all the seats were replaced.  The auditorium looks great, 
so come to one of our events (see “Save the Date” 
below) and check it out.   
          Thank you for helping with a successful first 
quarter, and, as always, we appreciate your support!   
 

Andrew Davenport, Principal  
 

 
Varsity Field Hockey Wins  

MHAL Championship (and more)!!! 
     Congratulations to the RVHS varsity field hockey 
team for winning the Mid-Hudson Athletic League 
(MHAL)  Championship!   Not only did the team win 
the championship, but they have gone further!  
     The field hockey team ended the MHAL regular 
season 6-0-3 with an overall record of 7-1-4 . As a 
result, they qualified for the MHAL tournament for the 
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first time since 2008.  The Ganders then won a semi-
final game against Pine Plains, by a score of 2-1.  AG 
scored the first goal with Erica Perez assisting and Ali 
Carroll scored the game winner with 33 seconds left in 
the game with an assist by Macayla Terwilliger.  The 
win put the team in the championship game against 
Rhinebeck.  On October 21st, the team won the MHAL 
Championship game, defeating Rhinebeck 1-0.  AG 
scored again with an assist this time from Ali Carroll.  
Both games were won because of a total team effort with 
strong defense, behind sophomore goalie, Gabby 
Waterman.  This is the first time the team has won the 
MHAL title since 2005!  
     Since winning the championship, the team has moved 
on to the sectionals.  On November 2nd, the field hockey 
team continued its winning streak, beating Red Hook 1-0 
in the Section 9, Class B field hockey final.  Erica Perez 
scored with a double assist from Macala Terwillier and 
Sharon Casas. Gabby Waterman had a great game in 
goal.  It was a total team effort. 
     The team’s next game is November 12th at 2 p.m. at 
the Hudson Valley Sports Dome!  Congratulations to the 
team! Good luck in your next game!  
 

 
SAVE  THE DATE 

November 10  End of First Quarter  
November 11 School Closed, Veteran’s Day 
November 13 Athletic Booster Gander Gallop 
November 14-18   Stop Bullying/ Speak Up Campaign  
November 16    Carlie’s Crusade Parent Night, HS 

Auditorium, 6 p.m.  
November 18  Jr. Ring Dance, Hillside Manor,  

7 – 11 p.m.; Senior pictures, baby 
pictures, and quotes for yearbook due.  

November 18-19  Area All State  
November 21 Haiti Benefit, HS Cafeteria, 5-7 p.m. 
November 22 Carlie’s Crusade Assembly 
November 23 School Closed for Students, 

Superintendent Conference Day for 
Staff 

November 24  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  
November 28 Book Fair Fundraiser at Barnes & Noble 
Nov. 30- Dec. 4  HS All State Festival  
December 1 Parents & Principal Night, HS library,  

5:30 p.m.  
December 9 Winter Pep Rally  
December 13 Winter Concert, HS Auditorium, 7 p.m.  
December 15 College Applications Due  
December 16 5 Week Progress Reports 

Dec. 16 – 18  Drama Club performs One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 16 & 
17; 2 p.m. Dec. 18 

Dec. 24 – Jan. 2  Winter Recess - School Closed  
January 4 College Day  
Jan. 24 – 27  Regents & RCT Testing  
January 27  Second Quarter Ends  
 

Ninth Grade Academy Teachers Lead 
Two New Field Trips for Freshmen 

     On October 18th, the halls of RVHS were just a little 
bit more quiet than normal. That’s because the 9th grade 
students were out and about in Ulster County 
participating in one of the field trips developed by Ninth 
Grade Academy teachers. 
     Each year, local schools offer their time and 
assistance in collecting data on the Hudson River 
Estuary.  This year, RVHS was one of approximately 65 
NYS schools that participated in this event.  On October 
18th, RVHS students participated in the event.  Juniors 
and Seniors in the Environmental Science class 
facilitated a number of testing stations.  Approximately 
70 9th freshmen students and a handful of sophomores 
helped collect and analyze data.  Testing stations were 
set up and observed for the following:  water chemistry, 
physical setting and ecological diversity in this habitat.     

 
A student observes as Ms. Muller tests the water for 
dissolved oxygen, while 2 other students strive to keep 
warm during this adventure.  
 
     The data will be used by the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the Hudson River Estuary 
Program and the Lamont – Doherty Earth Observatory to 
monitor the health of this beautiful river.   Detailed 
research and further information on this event can be 
found at 
http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/edu/k12/snapshotday    
This is our first year participating in the event.  Each 
year we hope to improve and incorporate new innovative 
ideas to engage our students in community – wide 
events. 



     While half the freshmen class was busy taking river 
samples along the Hudson, the rest of the ninth graders 
spent the day at the SUNY Ulster campus sharpening 
their research skills. All ninth grade students are 
currently reading Thornton Wilder’s play, “Our Town”.  
One of the assignments related to the play requires 
students to research an aspect of their own town. The 
SUNY Ulster library staff orchestrated an informative 
and interesting day designed to broaden students’ 
options for their research topics. 
     Our freshman received a grand welcome from the 
library staff and student ambassadors. We met in the 
student lounge in Vanderlyn Hall where each student 
received a backpack filled with brochures, folders and 
pens. Professor Robert Steuding started the program off 
with a riveting account of the Ashokan Reservoir’s 
history and encouraged our students to find a topic that 
was meaningful to them. “It’s easier to research and 
write about something that interests you” he said.  
After a brief movie on the history of the Catskill 
Mountain House and the Adirondack region, the students 
were divided into two groups. The first group received a 
tour of the library with a focus on the Local History 
Room and the Library Computer Lab, while the second 
group remained in the student lounge and received an  
introduction to college life. After a delicious lunch 
provided by the college, the groups switched locations. 
By the end of the day, all students had new tools to 
conduct research as well as new knowledge of SUNY 
Ulster and local history.  The SUNY Ulster librarians 
have graciously offered our students the opportunity to 
check materials out from their library. The day proved to 
be a rewarding experience for our ninth grade scholars. 
 

The Gander Gallops Again 
     Come one, come all…walk or run in the 3rd Annual 
Gander Gallop!!  The “Gallop” is a 2.2 mile race 
beginning at the Kripplebush Firehouse at 10:00 A.M. 
on Sunday, November 13th, and ending at the 
Marbletown Elementary School.  If interested, go to the 
school website and download the form, or contact me at 
dmayone@rondout.k12.ny.us.  All proceeds will go 
towards scholarships given out to graduating seniors.  In 
four years, the Rondout Valley Athletic Booster Club 
has awarded 46 scholarships for a total of $23,000.00! 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 
     Thank you in pride and gander spirit, 

Dorothy Mayone 
Rondout Valley Athletic Booster Club 
President 

 
Hurricane Irene Donations Reach Their 

Mark 
     The Hurricane Irene Donation Drive initiated at 
RVHS has reached its goal!  For three weeks, students 
and faculty brought in school supplies, non-perishable 

food items, hygiene items and clean-up items to help 
those suffering loss after the recent hurricane.  All in all, 
we collected 520 items, along with $140 in monetary 
donations!  Thank you to everyone who aided in this 
cause, especially the students of Mr. Soi’s History of 
Rock & Roll classes, who contributed a tremendous 
amount! 

What is a Parent Portal?                             
     Parent Portal is a technology that allows parents to 
monitor their children’s progress in school. It is a way 
for parents to access secure online information about 
their children.  The goal of Parent Portal is to promote a 
better partnership and dialogue between parents and 
teachers. 
     Our Student Management System, SchoolTool, offers 
a Parent Portal module.  SchoolTool is a web based 
application and can be accessed from any computer with 
an Internet connection.  Parents must have their own 
email account.  Parent Portal accessibility is assigned as 
parents complete the registration forms and return them. 
Accessibility is confidential.  Parents can only view their 
student(s) information.  Passwords are requested through 
SchoolTool once an account has been set up. 
     Currently, parents can access the following through 
the Parent Portal: contacts, schedules, five week and 
quarterly grades, and attendance.   
     We encourage parents to use this tool so you can 
better monitor your child’s progress in school.  If you 
have a question regarding Parent Portal, please send an 
email to parentportal@rondout.k12.ny.us 

Stop Bullying – Speak Up Campaign 
     The purpose of the “Stop Bullying – Speak Up 
Campaign” is to bring awareness to ongoing youth 
suicides prompted by bullying.  The campaign is 
sponsored by the members of Synthesis, the high school 
diversity club.  Our objective is to help students realize 
that each of us has sensitivities that make us vulnerable, 
and to target someone’s vulnerability for entertainment 
and/or humiliation is simply unacceptable. 
     The campaign will be multi-level and include the 
following: 

• On Monday, November 14th, the principal will 
make a statement via the P.A. about bullying 
and its effects on young people.  The principal 
will also remind the school community that it is 
the responsibility of each of us to speak up when 
we hear comments or statements that are 
directed at others that are inappropriate or when 
they witness someone being targeted.    

• During the week of November 14th, members of 
Synthesis will share a series of facts and 
statistics via announcements and posters will be 
displayed around the school. 



• On November 16th and 17th students will visit 
each Social Studies class to explain the objective 
of the campaign and the actions that will take 
place on the 18th.  

• On Friday, November 18th, several students will 
wear plain white T-shirts with words or short 
phrases on them.  The word or words on the T-
shirt will reflect a vulnerability that could be 
targeted by bullies.  At the end of the day there 
will be an announcement revealing statistics 
about youth suicides.  Student participants (t-
shirt wearers) will line up in an area where most 
students must pass to get on the bus, standing 
silently. 

     The members of the Synthesis Club feel this 
campaign is a positive step in an effort to end bullying.  
This campaign will kick off additional anti-bullying 
efforts taking place throughout the building and 
community, including presentations by Carlie’s Crusade 
and Barbara Coloraso. 
 

Carlie’s Crusade Comes to Rondout 
Valley Central Schools 

     On November 22, RVHS students will experience a 
presentation given by “Carlie’s Crusade”.  This not for 
profit organization is based out of Marlboro, NY.  
Concerned individuals started the group in memory of 
Carlie Brucia, an 11 year old girl who was abducted and 
murdered in 2004.  Presenters for the assembly will 
include teachers, martial arts instructors and police 
officers.  Students will hear information on topics such 
as basic safety, internet & physical harassment, sexting, 
the internet in relation to employers and colleges, and 
Rondout specific policies on bullying/harassment.  A 
similar presentation will take place for parents during the 
evening November 16th at 6 p.m. in the high school 
auditorium.  These are serious issues that our children 
are dealing with on a daily basis and your awareness and 
involvement are crucial. PLEASE PLAN TO 
ATTEND!!! 
 

Annual Community Day a Success  
     On October 13th, the entire sophomore class ventured 
out into the community to participate in the Fourth 
Annual Sophomore Class Community Project Day.  
Working with local farmers, preschools, elementary 
schools, senior citizens’ residences, local parks, animal 
shelters, and soup kitchens where the students rolled up 
their sleeves and made a genuine difference in their 
surrounding neighborhoods.  The Service Learning 
Committee, who organized this spectacular event, would 
like to thank all its members, chaperones, parents, RVF, 
and RVEF members for contributing their funds, talents, 
and time to help make this field trip a resounding 
success!  

 

 
Making the Case for Financial Literacy 

     Have you ever dreamed of winning the big jackpot 
by playing the lottery?  It’s likely we all have at some 
point. Reality sets in when you hear the odds of winning 
a Mega Millions jackpot is 1 in 175,711,536. Speaking 
of odds, here are a few you may not have heard: 

• 73% of U.S. adults express concern about their 
finances, primarily about insufficient savings for 
retirement or emergencies.  

• 56% do not budget and track their expenses. 
(Source: www.nfcc.org, National Foundation for 
Credit Counseling, research findings, March 
2011) 

• The average credit card debt per US household 
is a whopping $15,799?!!! (Source: Federal 
Reserve, July 2011 report on consumer credit).  

• College students are carrying record high credit 
card balances.  The average credit card balance 
is $3,173.  Seniors graduated with an average 
credit card debt of more than $4,100.  Close to 
one-fifth of seniors carried balances greater than 
$7,000! 

 
     Now is the time to help your teenagers become 
financially literate! Talk to them about finances, saving 
money, and budgeting. Urge your children to take one of 
the courses (Career & Financial Management, Math with 
Financial Applications, and College Accounting) that 
address these issues when they sign up for classes for 
next year.  Contact Connie Dill at extension 4225 or 
cdill@rondout.k12.ny.us or Clara Haecker at extension 
4108 or chaecker@rondout.k12.ny.us  for more 
information.   
 

Organic Pickle Sale! 
     In addition to creating meals for the Gourmet Café, 
the Life Skills students are also selling their homemade 
organic garlic dill pickles.  Each jar is $8 dollars. 
Contact Life Skills teachers, Angela Longway and Elisa 
Shafran, for details. 



 

 
Music News  

     What is more real than attending a live music 
concert?  Nothing!  All of the RVHS music students had 
the opportunity to attend a live performance of the New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra at Lincoln Center on 
October 7th.  In written responses after the concert, 
students expressed a range of positive perceptions.  For 
most students, this was a wonderful and entirely new 
experience.  
     In keeping with the district wide master plan to 
improve achievement by increasing rigor and 
expectations, the music department has instituted a self-
assessment program for all band and chorus students.  
Students will not only keep track of their at-home 
practice sessions, but also grade themselves at the lesson 
on progress in sight singing performance, repertoire, and 
aural skills.  Students are enjoying ownership of their 
personal achievement, and are beginning to understand 
that it is practice that creates success, not innate ability.   
     Congratulations to this year's Area-All State 
participants:  Skylar Kortright, flute; Makaela Stevens, 
clarinet; Alissa Mardiney, Alex Quigley and Chris 
Angyal on saxophone and Andrew Pacht on euphonium. 
      You can come and hear the results of our students' 
hard work at our annual Book Fair Fundraiser at Barnes 
and Noble on November 28th, and at our Winter Concert 
on December 13th.  The repertoire will be varied and 
exciting this year and include our annual joint 
performance of the Hallelujah Chorus.  All alumni and 
community members are welcome to join us in the 
performance of this piece. 

 
Junior Class News 

     The Class of 2013 is holding their Junior Ring Dance 
on Friday, November 18th at the Hillside Manor 
Restaurant in Kingston from  6pm-11pm. Tickets are 
now on sale. The cost per person is $50.00. This is a 
formal occasion and class rings will be handed out at the 
dance. Professional photos will also be available at the 
dance. Look for flyers coming soon.   
 

Haitian/Rondout Connection Still Strong 
     The French IV class at the high school will be 
working with Terry Leroy, co-founder of the Haitian 
People's Support Project, to create "Big Books" for 
schools in Haiti.  The project will help to increase 
literacy among Haitian children. 
 

 
High School Café News 

     As fall comes upon us, the days are getting shorter, 
the temperature is dropping and sometimes it’s hard to 
get going in the morning.  We have everything you need 
to get your day started right.  Stop by the cafeteria for a 
warm egg and cheese sandwich made on a fresh roll or 
bagel from Cohen’s Bakery for only $1.25.  No eggs for 
you?  We have cream cheese, butter or peanut butter and 
jelly.  We also offer cereal, yogurt and fresh fruit.  Don’t 
forget your milk or juice! 
     Lunchtime is the perfect time to refuel.  Our cafeteria 
offers an array of choices to satisfy your taste buds.  
Aside from our “lunch of the day,” we offer assorted 
sandwiches made on a fresh rolls, salads and fresh fruit.  
You may also find cheese sticks, French fries or onion 
rings as an option.  Laurie’s fresh baked chocolate chip 
cookies are always a treat with a side of Boice Brother’s 
milk or finish your lunch with a delicious ice cream 
treat.  Now you’re ready to go head to head in science 
with Mr. Perrotta or tackle math with Mr. Cook! 
     Menus are available on the RVHS web-site.  Check it 
out and mark your calendars for your favorites!  Free 
and reduced lunch applications can be submitted any 
time throughout the year.  They are also available on the 
district web-site or at your child’s school.  Money can be 
put on your child’s account at any time.  Cash or checks 
can be given to any cafeteria staff member.  You can 
also view your child’s account or make payments on line 
at MyNutrikids.com. 
     Stop by any day and every day!  We look forward to 
serving you! 
 

School-to-Work lends a Helping Hand 
    RVHS School to Work students will be helping 
out at the Stone Ridge Church’s weekly luncheon.  
The luncheon is open to the entire community and 
the students will be involved with the preparation, 
cooking and serving of the luncheon. Lunch is 
served from 12-1pm every Wednesday.  We look 
forward to seeing you there.  



 

 
Sporting News 

 
Rondout Valley Varsity Boys and Girls Cross 

Country 
     The season went very well for the Varsity Girls team.  
Their dual-meet record for the season was 6-9. We had a 
very young team with five freshmen - Danielle 
Kruchowy, Gabriella Vasquez, Alley Rosa, Jessie 
Gifford and GA – returning sophomore Onnika 
Gullickson and returning senior and team captain, 
Valeriya Sadchikova.  Onnika led the team throughout 
the season with top placings in dual meets and two 
medals for placing top 20 in large invitationals at 
Queensbury and Saugerties. 
     The Boys team is also very young with mostly 
freshmen and sophomores. The team was led by 
sophomore and newcomer AD.   Returning seniors 
Brenton Bader and Samson Stannus acted as co-captains.  
Joining them were freshmen Joe Hafner, MS, and Ted 
Kaminski.  Returning sophomores were Brian Roach, 
Patrick Goetz, and Alex Ludwig.  The team also 
included  returning junior, Tom Niekrewicz.  They 
steadily improved their times throughout the season, but 
finished 1-14 in their dual meets.  AD had top 20 
finishes at Queensbury and Saugerties Invitationals. 

 
2011 Citrus Fruit Sale 

     For the fourth year in a row, we are selling fresh 
Florida citrus fruit as the main fundraiser for the 
Rondout Valley Boys Basketball Team. This year, due to 
the devastation of the Rondout Valley Little League 
field, we are donating 50% of our proceeds to help with 
the construction of a new little league field off of Creek 
Locks Road.  This year’s sale will extend from 10/31 to 
11/30. 

• Navel oranges-(56-80/carton at $24 per carton) 
• Tangelos-(hybrid tangerines 80/carton at $24 

per carton) 
• Red Grapefruit-(36-40/ carton at $24 per 

carton) 

• Juice Oranges- Hamlin Variety-(80-100/ carton 
at $24 per carton)  

     Visit the High School webpage to download an order 
form or call Coach Malak at the high school for more 
information. 
 
 

Yearbook News 
     Check out the high school webpage for important 
yearbook dates and order forms.  Senior pictures, baby 
pictures, and quotes are due to Mrs. Burns (room 206) 
no later than November 18th.  Forms are at the 
Attendance Desk and in the Guidance Office.   
     Want to do something special for your senior?  How 
about placing a parent ad in this year's yearbook?  Order 
forms are available on the HS webpage as well as the 
Guidance Office and the Attendance Desk. 
     Order your yearbook by January 27, 2012!  No late 
orders will be accepted!  Order early and save $! 
 

 
Holiday Pie Sale Sponsored By Deisings 

Bakery 
     No time to bake this Holiday season?  Don’t worry! 
The Class of 2014 has you covered!  Beginning in 
November, the sophomore class will once again be 
hosting a holiday pie sale sponsored by Deisings Bakery.  
Choose from a list of 15+ types of pies, including Dutch 
Apple Crumb, Blueberry and Chocolate Pecan…Yum!  
Please see any member of the sophomore class if 
interested.  All orders for the November sale are due by 
Wednesday, November 16th and all orders for the 
December sale are due by Friday, December 16th.  If you 
have any questions, please contact class advisors Lynne 
Drake (ldrake@rondout.k12.ny.us) or Megan Miller 
(mmiller@rondout.k12.ny.us)      
 

 
“Together we can, 
Together we will.” 

 


